
HOW TO USE DIATOMACEOUS EARTH (DE) 

(Prepared by Kironia Habitat Gardens; for more information contact Morné at 074-245-6359 or 

email info@kironia.co.za) 

RESPONSIBLE DE USE: 

 DE is a fine powder and should not be inhaled in large quantities. If there is any chance 

that you will aerosolise DE, i.e. have DE dust floating in the air, wear a dust mask.  

 DE is an effective desiccant. Avoid contact with your skin and wear gloves if you intend to 

handle it directly.  

 DE is an effective killer of all arthropods, i.e. insects, spiders, centipedes etc. Only use it to 

target specific pests. Keep it away from areas that beneficial insects are likely to use and 

don’t apply it directly to these insects.  

 If you apply DE to plants, try to do so in the late afternoon when there are fewer 

pollinators around and rinse it off early in the morning. DE should be affective within 4 

hours of application.  

Ants in an around the house: Sprinkle DE across the ant trails at the main entrance points into the 

house, around the nest holes and along the edges of kitchen surfaces that you want to keep ant free. 

The same applies to cockroaches. 

Fleas: DE helps to remove fleas from carpets and other surfaces these critters shelter in. Sprinkle DE 

liberally over the affected carpets, covering the area in a layer of fine powder. It might help to work 

the DE into the carpet with a stiff bristled broom. Let it stand overnight and vacuum to remove the 

DE and dead fleas. Repeat every four to five days, after the flea eggs hatched. 

Diatomaceous Earth Spray for the garden 

(from the Livingseeds website, http://livingseeds.co.za/organic-preparations) : 

We use DE as an effective pest control measure. Specifically for the Potato ladybird, aphids and red 

spider mite. To use, simply mix 1 Tbs DE with 1 lt water and a few drops of dishwashing liquid to act 

as a wetting agent. Put into a spray bottle and shake every now and then to keep the DE in 

suspension. If it rains or you water the plants then you will need to repeat the application. However 

we find that once you have broken the back of an infestation then it takes quite a while for it to 

build-up again. However YMMV. 

Dusting plants: In lieu of the DE spray as described above, dust DE on to plant leaves using a feather 

duster, to control spider mites, aphids, whitefly and scale insects. Make sure that both leaf surfaces 

are dusted. Rinse off after 4 to 12 hours. 

Other DE uses: 

Oil on paving: Cover oils spots with DE, rub in and sweep up after an hour or two. 

Spills on carpets: Apply DE to spilled liquids on carpets to rapidly absorb liquids and reduce staining. 

Cat litter: Add a few table spoons of DE to cat litter to reduce odours. 

Fridge: Keep an open tub of DE in the fridge to absorb unpleasant odours. 

Dustbins: A few tablespoons of DE in the bottom of your wheelie bin will reduce bad smells. 

Metal polish: Mix DE with a little water to make a paste. Rub it onto metal surfaces to remove dirt 

and tarnish.  

Chickens: Add some DE to chicken dust baths to reduce and control feather parasites such as mites. 
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